v^.,.v: >.Vkrt< , A\'...v-c», i >.i •.» A\m>,\\ ^.. • ->■* ■■.r_ . «_.\ ■■.•■•. ,...^ t a»..w.Us~ u*i*K .*'%.•», .wt* . . a-.,. 


. % 



t 



indicated 


r* !• *• 

• « 

*.S’ 


•> - 



: Libel award 

» » • 

» # 

ends - open season 

flkufawS-C^S S'/) " 


KAREN PAYNE 

Miami Ntwt R*p»rt*r 


I I 


Hunt said that by its verdict, the 
jury indicated that “Watergate Is 
over’* for him, and that he has been 
. Watergate conspirator E. How- punished enough for what he did 10 
ard Hunt broke down and cried yes- years ago. Hunt served 33 months 
terday after a jury agreed that he in federal prison for his role in the 

Watergate break-in. “The findings 
of the jury should stand as a stern 
warning to others tempted to pub- 
lish further libels against me," Hunt 
said. * • 

Rubin said the jury “rejected 
open season on Watergate bur- 
glars" and “agreed that Hunt’s 
name and reputation are just as val- 
uable to him as anyone else." 
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had been libeled 
by a newspaper 
article linking 
him to the assas- 
sination of Presi-. 
dent John • f*.!* 
Kennedy. 

The federal 
jury awarded 
Hunt $650,000 in 
damages for a 
1978 article that 
appeared 



Hunt 


e »tt i.* _ with Kennedy's assassination, Hunt 

in Spotlight, a weekly sai( ^ .»j t has b€cn t d rea df u | sen . 


newspaper owned by Liberty 
Lobby. • * * 

“I didn't care if the verdict was 
$10 or a million," said Hunt. “Noth- 
ing really good, except my mar- 
riage, has happened to me in the 
last 10 years since Watergate." 

The former CIA agent, who lives 
in Miami with his wife, Laura, had 
asked for $3.6 million from Liberty 
Lobby. His attorney, Ellis Rubin, 
said Hunt’s income dropped by 
$27,000 in the year after publica- 
tion of the Aug. 14, 1978, story, 
headlined “CIA to Nail Hunt for 
Kennedy Killing." 

The article was written for a fee 
of $500 by Victor Marchetti, anoth- 
er former CIA agent. Marchetti was 
not a defendant in the case. 


tence to live • under, standing 
charged with no way to prove my * 
Innocence, accused of the murder of 
President Kennedy ... a heinous 
crime, Someone not accused of it 
can't understand what it was like 
from day to day." He said when he 
heard the verdict “I choked up ... 1 
feel a great sense of relief." 

The Marchetti article quoted a 
CIA memo as saying the agency 
“will have to explain Hunt’s pres- 
ence In Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963 — 
the day President Kennedy was 
killed." * 

Hunt testified that he was’ In 
Washington when Kennedy was 
shot and that he knew nothing of 
the assassination beforehand. 
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